
All right. Well, I've loved our worship, especially that second song. 

Great. Are you Lord? And it really ties into everything that we're 

talking about today with our final Sunday of the good soil. And so this 

happened to me a couple of weeks ago. My son and I, Samuel, we were 

driving down the street going to the grocery store. 

 

And, you know, it's just one of those moments. I thought, like, I always 

look behind my shoulder to make sure there's not a car in the other lane 

and I thought for sure. And I'm, you know, and Samuel and I were talking 

we were jamming out to some music, and I made that that merge. And all of 

a sudden there that car was, you know, I'm like and I panicked because, 

you know, I didn't want to get in an accident, but I also my son's back 

there, so I swerve back and the tires are screeching. 

 

And then you know, I drink on the brakes because that's just what you do 

when you panic. And you know, and Samuel's like, what's going on? You 

know? And I was like, you know, and I just felt terrible because I was 

like, I didn't like feeling like I put my son in that situation or or 

that I did a bad driving move. 

 

You know, there's plenty of that in Lincoln already. And, you know, so I 

was just like, you know, I was like saying my daddy made a mistake. Like, 

I, I thought there wasn't a car there. And so I wanted to make sure we 

didn't run into anyone. So, you know, I made a mistake. I'm sorry, but, 

you know, we're OK. 

 

And, you know, and I was thinking, like, okay, he's all right. We're all 

right. We'll move on from this and then, like, it was quiet for about 2 

seconds. He goes, I'm not proud of you, but I still love you, Daddy. 

 

So we have to know about this. Is that so? We've been working really hard 

with our kids. We actually for the record, don't say those words. I'm not 

proud of you, but I still love you. But what we do often say is so we 

don't want our kids to think that they're the bad kids. We just want them 

to know when they've made a bad choice. 

 

You know, there's a difference between all that and and that. We want 

them to know that our love doesn't change for them no matter what choices 

they make. So we say a version of that. But that's what Samuel came up 

with. And just like it made me laugh it also was like, oh, my gosh. Like, 

you know, like, does he think that I, you know, intentionally did that? 

 

Anyhow, so what I ultimately realized in that, that that was Samuel's 

like attempt at Grace, right? Like, I mean, he got off a little bit, but, 

like, what he was trying to tell me was the same thing that we tell him 

and the same thing that our Heavenly Father tells us that that choice 

wasn't great. But I still love you so we're in the final series, final 

Sunday of our series Good Soil. 

 

And this whole series has been about the interior climate of our hearts 

and our spirits in regard to relationship. Because if we want to have 

good relationships with each other, if we want to have a good 

relationship, a healthy, a real and authentic relationship with God, what 

what's going on in here has to be healthy or as healthy as can be. 



 

And moving towards that health, just like Jesus says, you know, the the 

soil that received the word of God that was fertile and it wasn't choked 

out by thorns or shallow or susceptible to birds, that's the soil that 

produced this incredible fruits. And we as we come to know who Jesus is, 

we want to see that fruit when it happens and it starts affecting others. 

 

It is it's rich. And so that's what we want so an overview of this 

series, the whole the whole course of the series, we started out just 

talking about, you've got to be good with the gardener. You know, like 

you got to know who the gardener is and be comfortable with him tending 

to your soils. Then secondly, you've got to be good with yourself, too. 

 

You know, the soil has to own that. It's soil. We have to own who we are, 

embrace who God is, made us to be. And then then we moved in to make the 

soil level levels right. You know, you test your soil and see what's 

lacking, what's good. And so week one, we talked about Grace. That was 

Mother's Day. 

 

And, you know, I think that really hit some of us just square in the 

chest and probably a way we needed to hear after week one of forgiveness. 

Then we moved on to purpose for our confirmation students and owning the 

purpose of their own faith. And then the week after that, we moved into 

passion. And your passion levels have to be healthy. 

 

And ultimately, passion is equivalent to humility. And so we talked about 

passion and how you love life. And we sent our high school students from 

their from their home into the world with that message. And today we end 

up testing the levels of grace in our lives. And of grace. So I think 

it's safe to say that we all and I'm including all of us here and all of 

us watching in your living rooms or in front of your camper that we all 

sometimes lack in grace. 

 

Right now, I mentioned Lincoln drivers. You know, it's funny, whenever I 

or you make a make a bad move or kind of a dummy or an impatient move, 

you know, in your car, like you kind of expect everyone to lay off and 

not be so rowdy and, you know, and upset, you know, but what happens when 

someone makes a jerk move to you in the car? 

 

Where's the grace? It's gone, right? You know, it's like how could he how 

could she do that? Or what were they thinking? Or, oh, my goodness. You 

know, another thing is, I have one of these probably about once a week, a 

bad day or a grumpy day. Right. You know, and you wake up and you're 

grumpy. It's just like everyone out of my way because this is just how 

the day has started, and I can't do anything about it. 

 

So just deal with it, right? You know? And so we expect grace from others 

in that. But on the flip side, when our spouse is grumpy or a child is 

grumpy or coworkers are grumpy, there's just sometimes very little room 

for that. A third instance that I like to kind of point out is even when 

we get selfish or when we are really adamantly putting ourselves first 

and we feel like it's justified and feel like of course, you know, this 

is that one time when all the same when someone else makes that move. 

 



Now, that's Facebook worthy. That's, you know, Instagram top news right 

there. You know, so we just often don't have a lot of grace for others. 

But all through all through the gospel message, which is resting on the 

bedrock of the old Testament message, there's this powerful, powerful 

presence of grace. And what we ultimately come to know and we take away 

from God's Word, from the story that we have encapsulated in it, is that 

grace is ultimately essential probably the most clearest part of that is 

grace is essential for salvation in eternal life and life with our 

Heavenly Father. 

 

After our time here, but it is intricately essential in every moment of 

our days and in every moment of our relationships. What is grace? You 

know, we used to have a class where I would actually run through a lot of 

these basics and faith, and I would ask people, you know, what is grace? 

And we all think we kind of have like a good handle on what grace is, you 

know, and you think about it all day, you know, and we all go back to the 

song and, and, and we think we feel like we know what grace is. 

 

But to define it, it's a little bit harder. And so whether this is 

helpful for you or not, one of the easiest ways and the I think the 

clearest way is that really gets to the heart of it for me is grace is 

like air, you know, an air, of course, is everywhere. But in addition to 

that in an acronym sense that it's affection and intention regardless. 

 

It's affection and intention regardless. Now you can put that in terms of 

God or you can put that in terms of your own exertion towards other 

people. But it's that sense of commitment, of saying even before 

something happens, I'm committed to you or I'm committed to this 

relationship I'm in. I'm not going anywhere. Even when you have your bad 

day, even when you make a really hurtful move or are in a really hurtful 

season, even when I can barely stand to or can't stand to be around you, 

I'm committed. 

 

That's that grace. It's that allowance. It's what we've been talking 

about regarding soil. Grace is what keeps the soil from ever getting 

compacted into that clay. If forgiveness is this kind of reactive 

application that really invigorates rain, loosens the soil, graces that 

proactive thing that we practice, that stops the soil from getting there, 

and ultimately in that in that that metaphor we're talking about, 

essentially it's resentment that makes our hearts hard, bitters, us, you 

know, and so grace keeps us from moving into that resentment state of 

being. 

 

So it's absolutely essential now I love this capture of grace in in all 

none other than Peter's letter. So oftentimes when we think of grace we 

go to Ephesians or we go to Romans or some of those letters. But in 

Peter's first letter, chapter three you got to remember he's writing to 

these folks in exile like they have been booted out, they've been 

mistreated, and they're living in a hard place. 

 

Because they're the scapegoat for everything going on in this society 

that they really don't even belong to. And Peter is continuing to say 

without saying the words, you have to live in grace, live in the same 



grace that you saw in your Lord Jesus Christ. So this is verses eight 

through ten, the third chapter of Peter's first letter. 

 

And he says, finally, all of you should be of one mind, sympathize with 

each other, love each other as brothers and sisters, be tender hearted 

and keep a humble attitude. Don't repay evil for evil. Don't retaliate 

with insults when people insult you, instead pay them back with a 

blessing. That is what God has called you to do. And He will grant you 

his blessing for the Scriptures. 

 

Say, if you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep your tongue 

from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies. Now again, Peter 

didn't say grace anywhere in this advice, but it is written all over it. 

So I like to think that or I like to say how Peter is addressing this to 

the early church, to the exiles is its grace in motion. 

 

So the first thing that Peter says is he says be of one mind now I want 

you to notice that Peter is not saying be of the same mind. You see, 

there's a big difference, like a chasm in between of oneness and 

sameness. And so Peter's not saying, Hey, you all have to agree on 

everything and never have any differences between you. 

 

But what he's saying is even in your differences, even in the things that 

make you, you know, set you apart, be of one mind, of one direction of 

one ultimate destination. And I like that we're here at Destination 

Coffee House, so that's kind of fun. But to be in that one destination 

and ultimately Grace in Motion is giving people the benefit of the doubt 

always. 

 

And that's so hard to do, especially for me behind the wheel that it's so 

hard to do. Grace in Motion also you know, Peter says to sympathize, 

sympathize with each other and ultimately to sympathize with others is to 

be a student of their circumstances. You've got to actually pay attention 

to where people are at and not where you imagine they're at or assume 

they're at or where you would be if you were in their shoes. 

 

But where are they? What's going on in their lives? Where are the hurts 

where's the where has the floor dropped out for them from them in their 

lives recently? Where in their lives are they worried that the ceiling's 

going to come crashing down next to be a student of other people's 

circumstances? And then Peter goes on in grace, in motion when Peter 

says, Love like brothers and sisters. 

 

Peter is saying this because, you know, you can you can choose your 

friends. You can choose in many, many areas the people that you are 

around, but you can't choose to whom you were born. And you can't choose 

who's born to you. It's I mean, you can say these other people are your 

family. But what Peter is getting at here is that we're to love people 

beyond circumstances that we are tied and we belong to each other in a 

deeper sense. 

 

And that is that is a grace that really just proliferates a relationship 

to say that I'm not I'm not good for you or OK with you as long as we're 

in these circumstances or in this situation or as long as it doesn't get 



too bad. It's saying again, like, I'm committed to you regardless of the 

situations or regardless of what's going on or even when things turn 

south. 

 

And then Peter goes on and he says, to keep a tender and humble attitude. 

And so he mentions that tender heartedness and he says, and live in that 

humility. And, you know, it is so easy in our lives for pride to creep 

up. You know, pride is probably one of our most instinctual self 

defenses. We utilize pride when we feel the lowest or are worried that 

we're headed towards our lowest. 

 

And so pride is this thing that we kind of pump into our lives in our 

veins to really lift us up, to kind of build this this self secure bubble 

around us. But ultimately, pride is false and it's not built on a good 

structure. But Peter's saying, so stay tender hearted to stay open to 

know who you are in Jesus Christ without building yourself up. 

 

And when we stay tender hearted, then we can receive others. When we stay 

humble, then we can see others because we're not worried about ourselves 

or where we are. And then Peter gets to this whole not ripping evil with 

evil. And ultimately, you know, I mean, he's just he's reminding us that 

grace in motion refuses to retaliate even when someone hurts us, even 

when someone pushes us away, even when even when our kids say without 

even knowing it, some of the most hurtful things is refusing to retaliate 

and to remember. 

 

And this is like our biggest mantra in parenting right now. But if it's 

so easily and in good ways flows over to other lives, remember, this is 

not about me. This is not about me. I'm OK. This is not about me. I don't 

need to retaliate. So this grace this grace is so important for our 

relationships, for our relationship with our self, because we even need 

grace to ourselves and for our relationship with God. 

 

Because every ounce of grace that God is inviting us to share with others 

is the equal amount of grace. Time's an infinite multiplier of the grace 

that he's given each of us. Because you have to remember the snippets 

that we see, the instances that we catch someone in a season or a state 

that is really hurtful or displeasing to us is just this tiny moment 

where God sees everything and He loves us and His grace is abounding 

thank God for grace. 

 

So as we go into this last song, I want you to think about these words, 

about the evidence that we see this evidence that though we are in the 

winter, there's always a springtime in our in our most difficult times. 

There's that there's this grace and we see the evidence. We have no 

reason to fear. We have no reason to build ourselves up and pride or 

guard ourselves because there's grace and grace is not only a comforting 

blessing, it's a powerful tool for each of us in love to be able to move 

in grace that, like peace passes, all understanding so I hope that your 

soils over the series of these messages has loosened your soils are 

healthier and that you will actually see the fruits begin to multiply and 

that you'll see how important it is and ultimately how good it is. Thanks 

for joining us again. And we thank you for your grace. As I said when I 



welcomed you all in serving is one of the greatest signs of grace that 

you can offer, whether it's for your country and your countries. 

 

People, or whether it's just you and your position and your in your 

church or in your life, your family and your work, its grace. When we 

choose to serve because it's putting others before ourselves and 

showering them with the best love that we can offer. So let's pray God, 

we thank you for that. Thank you for leading us to your word always. 

 

And in all these things that have to deal with the insides of ourselves, 

Lord we want to continue to imitate you, to become more and more like you 

in our likeness. Lord, that your light continues because of our joining 

you and following you continues to overcome darkness. Lord in that our 

hearts and other hearts truly loosen up. Lord, that that love flows where 

it was once stopped. 

 

So we lift. We lift up all of the families who has lost loved ones in 

service in military action. Lord, we lift up all those who have just 

chosen to make serving others the greatest part of their lives. We lift 

up ourselves to you, Lord. We pray that you continue to deal gracefully 

with us and teach us how to deal gracefully with others. 

 

We thank you for Your Grace, overall, Lord, and for how, against all 

circumstances and odds you just so freely poured it on to us. Lord, you 

good? We love you. We know our love for you is just a sliver of how you 

love us. We are grateful and humbled by it, and just ask that we can be 

more filled with that love as it comes from us. 

 

In your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 


