
So as Tom, my husband, and I, as we are getting settled into this new city and our new
surroundings, we move from our temporary house to our permanent house on Wednesday, and
we're very excited about that. But we're finding some things here in Lincoln to replace things
that were missing in Omaha.

We belonged to Genesis Health Clubs in Omaha. So Genesis is here in Lincoln. So that was an
easy transition for us. We're discovering some new restaurants here in Lincoln and found some
of our old favorite restaurants. So that's exciting.

We found a dog groomer already, which is very important. We also found a new car repair shop,
which, unfortunately. But hey, you know, we have a good spot if we need it again. In Omaha, we
lived right off of this hiking and biking trail, but we are discovering the trail system in Lincoln is a
lot better than the trail system in Omaha. So we're excited about that. But there is something
that we left in Omaha that was a really important part of our lives, and it's something that we are
going to miss tremendously.

Tom and I were part of a life group connected to our church, which was really important. And as
we move through these months, we move back to school. I know, I know, I know. I know.

I'm not supposed to say that we're moving toward back to school, but Target is saying it so I can
say it. Right. So anyway, we're moving toward that time of year. I know. And as we are thinking
about moving toward that time of year, we're thinking about, you know, maybe helping to start a
new life group here

because friendships are really important, are important and part of any community, but
especially a faith community. I met with one of the life groups here at Horizons a couple of
weeks ago, and I'm trying to make the rounds to different life groups to meet more people and
hear stories.

And this life group that I met with, they share with me about how long they had been part of
horizons. And it was cool to hear them say they were a part of Horizons because of an
invitation.

And many of them pointed across the table and said, So-and-so was my neighbor, and they
invited me to come to check out the church. But what was even better? What were the stories
that they continued to share with me?

And they talked about things like someone's husband had died in recent years and another
husband is home with health issues. And another member of the group had a child that passed
away and other significant life events. And, of course, that wasn't the better part.

But the better part was that there this was a group of friends that was doing life together, sharing
with each other the life's ups and downs, and they were there for one another. So a lot of them



were longtime friends, but they had recently invited someone new to the group, and they
welcomed that new person into their

circle. But they all communicated to me just how important their life group was and how thankful
they were for the friends. Now friendships are meaningful, especially the kind of friendships that
Jesus desires for us, and this is what we're going to be talking about today in our sermon series
From Stranger to Family.

Now, just a little disclaimer this morning. Our Scripture passage today is kind of a lot, and I
considered chopping some of it down or just picking a few verses. But I decided we were going
to we're going to read the entire passage.

It's John 15:1-17. And there is no way in my time of sharing with you today that I can cover
everything in the passage. But I decided to go with all 17 verses and invite you to read and
maybe even reread the Scripture passage this week.

Because I think that this Scripture passage can speak to us in a lot of different ways. So the
Scripture today is the Scripture of Jesus calling his followers friends, but that doesn't come until
the last half of the passage.

So we'll start and explore the first half of the passage first. So this is one through 11. Chapter
15, Jesus says, I am the true burning, and my father is the vine grower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruits, every branch that.

There's fruit, he prunes, to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word
that I have spoken to you. Abiding me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself.

Unless it abides in the vine. Neither can you. Unless you abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit. Because apart from me, you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers.

Such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me and the words
abide and you ask for whatever you wish and it will be done for you. My father is glorified by this
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

As the Father has loved me. So I have loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love. Just as I have kept my father's commandments and
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy
may be

complete. Now there is so much in this passage like I had said, but I want to focus on one word,
and that is a bike ride. We heard that word 11 times in these 11 verses, and it's not generally a



word that we use.

At least I don't use it very often, but it comes up a lot in Scripture, especially in the Gospel,
according to John. John really likes the word abide. Now you probably have heard this verse in
14, verse two in my father's house, our many mansions.

All right. You've heard that verse. Well, the actual Greek translation to that is a biting places in
my father's house are many abiding places. So abide means to dwell or remain or stay. Or in the
case of a living in Jesus's love.

It's a place where one is deeply at home. That is a good image. So this place, God's love, where
we abide, it's it's kind of a mutual place. It's when we recognize God's love for us and when we
in return, we love God.

It's a beautiful union. When we are connected, we are connected to God when we connect to
Jesus. Now, this passage indicates that we bear much fruit. Jesus is inviting us to bear fruit. If
we depend on Jesus.

So our ability to bear fruit is dependent on Jesus. So without Jesus, we are, we are. We are
nothing. We can't bear fruit. Then he says, those who abide do bear fruit because again, he
says, we are nothing apart from Jesus.

And this is really, really good news. And this is the best part of the gospel news is because that
without Jesus, we messed up, right? We messed up. And we try to do things on our own and we
try to do things right, but we cannot do it.

But yet God's grace is there for us, even when we mess up. Thank. Thank God for that.
Because we messed up. But God's grace is there, given to us. We don't have to earn that grace.
So Jesus came to Earth so that we could have this connection with God, so that we could be
free from trying

and failing to keep the laws. But the scriptures passage that we just read, the scripture does say
Jesus's words If you keep my commandments. So what are those commandments that he is
referring to? So continuing on with the rest of the passage, starting at 12, he says, This is my
commandment that you love one another as

I have loved you. No one has greater love than this to lay down one's life for one's friends. You
are my friends. If you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer because the
servant does not know where the master.

What the master is doing. But I have called you friends because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my father. You did not choose me. But I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit.



Fruit that will last so that the father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving
you these commands so that you may love one another. Our command is pretty simple. Love
one another. But it is a hard thing to do because we have to love them.

Whoever your thems are the Republicans, the Democrats, generation X, generation Y, the baby
boomers, whoever your themes are. The ones that we don't understand, the ones we don't get
their hairstyles or their tattoos or their political choices. We have to love them.

And we have to love them in order for us to move from acquaintances with Jesus to friends with
Jesus. I said this a couple of weeks ago in my sermon. But I think it's worth repeating because
we, the church, we are the alternative.

We can be a place where we can love one another, even if we don't agree with one another.
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, says this. Though we cannot think alike.
May we not love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion.

Without all doubt, we may. We can love alike, even if we don't think alike. If we have Jesus to
help us and to guide us, and to connect us with God. My best friend growing up. I moved next
door to her when I was in first grade.

And we're still, still best friends today. We are similar in a few ways, but we're very different in
most ways. I'm spontaneous and adventurous and she's a little bit a lot more reserved and
scheduled. I like working out and she complains if she sweats even just a little bit.

She likes and loves and is really good at numbers and details. And I. I don't have time for that.
Right. Or I'm not good at that. So and it's sometimes we go months without seeing or talking to
one another.

And I know I should reach out to her more because she's one of the most important people in
my life. But she is one of those friends you might have one of those friends that where you
where I can.

And I have. Where I can show up at her door with tears in my eyes, and I know that she will just
open her door and let me in. I have called her after months of not talking to her just to.

Because I needed a friend. I needed to share good news or bad news with her. And it's like I
have access to her whenever I need it. And she has access to me whenever she needs. Of
course, it doesn't always work out that way because I have kids and she has kids and we have
lives and sometimes we have to take a rain check. But we have access to Jesus all of the time.
All of the time. And Jesus is calling his followers, his friends. It's likely referring to this custom
practiced by the the Roman emperors and kings in the Middle East, because the friends of the
King had access to the King at all times, dinner time in his bed-chamber, it didn't matter. And the



king would consult with the friends before addressing his generals. And these friends of the King
had the most intimate connection with him. Now, here's the truth.

Our schedules and our routines were really busted the last few years. And I know that there are
some some people who were in the routine of coming to church and then have stopped. And
every church has seen this pattern.

And some of these people that have stopped coming to church were our friends, people that we
miss seeing. And maybe, maybe you can think of someone that you know that you haven't seen
in a while. And maybe you can reach out to them and invite them to come back to church.

And maybe it's simply just to be a friend to them and bear fruit as Jesus wants us to do. Now
being a friend of Jesus means that we are a better friend to others. And if you're looking for that
kind of friendship, the friendship that that that is offered in a church community, we would love to

have a conversation with you. You can text the word grow to that same number 4025125700.
And we'd love to start a conversation about how we can plug you into a life group where you
can have those types of friendship that Jesus is wanting for us.

Now. We've been we've been given this offer. We've been given this chance to be friends with
Jesus and God. And we have access to God through Jesus. And we get to enter into God's
presence. So that we're no longer a stranger.

But we are a friend. Now. Maybe. Maybe you need that reminder today. Maybe you need that
reminder that Jesus wants an intimate relationship with you. That Jesus wants us to pray and to
meditate and to make all our decisions based on who we are because of our faith in Jesus.

That we are no longer a slave or a servant to the things that make us not good enough in our
own eyes. And as we understand the freedom that Jesus gives us, we become closer to Jesus
and to the body of Christ.

Now, maybe you already know this. Maybe you have an excellent relationship with Jesus. I
hope that you do so. So maybe you're. What you're being called to do today is really to be that
friend to someone who needs to hear that Jesus is there for them.

Now I'd like to revisit the first part of our passage of that foundation before Jesus called us
friends. And I want to focus again on that word, abide or dwelling. Now, if you're in the medical
field, you've probably used this term like indwelling chest drain or indwelling catheter I.V..

And I was chatting with my mother-in-law the other day, and she has been she was an amazing
nurse for her entire career. And so I was asking her about this. I'm like, hey, did you ever use
the word indwelling?



And she was explaining to me about the IVs and the catheters, and she said, Yeah, of course,
we use that word. And so then I asked her, I'm like, Well, do you only use that word when you're
referring to when someone had something inserted into them for a long period of time?

And she said, Well, it remains in for as long as they need it. And I thought that perhaps it. We
need to abide well, remain in Jesus obeying his commands of loving others. As long as we need
it.

We abide in Jesus as long as we need. And if we're honest with ourselves, we try to do it on our
own. And when we try to do it on our own, we will always be missing something. We always
need Jesus to be our rock in our foundation.

He is one of those friends who encourages us and inspires us to love one another. So let us
remain in Jesus. Abide in Jesus for as long as we need. Would you pray with me? Gracious and
loving and holy God.

You have asked so much of us, yet you have asked. So little of us. God. We are in this place
where we. We get. To have access to God through faith in you. And we get to call you our
friend, that you want us to have this intimate relationship with you.

And we are so grateful. We're grateful for. For when we stray. When we try to do things on our
own. That you call us back. That you want to fill us with, with love that is so big that it spills out
of us in and to others.

Our love for our friends and a love for our enemies. A love for those that we don't know. And the
love and love for those who we know deeply. Jesus, we need you to remind us today that we
are called to bear fruit.

We are called to keep your commands of loving one another. We need you in our lives too, to
know that we are good enough because we know that we can't do it on our own. God be with us
as we continue to praise and worship together as the body of Christ and all God's children, said
Amen.


