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From Stranger to Family 

Week 2, July 10 

 

Good morning church family! For those of you I didn’t get to meet last week, I am Pastor Mandy Barkhaus. It’s 

great to be with you!  

To start out, I invite you to go on a little journey with me and imagine this scenario…You want to throw a dinner 

party or BBQ in the case of my husband and I, we would probably throw a board game night!- you plan the menu 

and go to the grocery store with your list. You wipe down the counters, vacuum the carpet, and clean the front 

windows. You prepare the food. You pick out the perfect game… You put everything looks perfect. You get ideas 

off Pinterest for cute ways to display your food (not Pinterest fails but Pinterest wins!). It approaches 7:00 and the 

excitement builds – you cannot wait to show your guests what you’ve prepared for them.  

You stand at the door waiting for the guests to arrive so that you can greet them and warmly welcome them into 

your home… Your dog sits at your feet anxiously awaiting- wagging his tail in the excitement of who he might get 

to sniff! 7:00 comes and goes and no one shows, 7:15 comes and your dog lays down- he’s bored now and giving up 

hope. You continue to wait but no one shows up-, and then you get this pit in your stomach realizing you didn’t send 

out the invites… and so no guests arrive. Everything you’ve worked for doesn’t matter.  

Showing hospitality is important and exciting, but without inviting others, it doesn’t matter. Last week, we talked 

about the first component of showing God’s love to others- but having a welcoming spirit- only works when we 

invite others.  

I can tell you about a time when lots of people showed up… and when hosting doesn’t always go well… Tom, my 

husband and I have two sons. And our oldest, Jax, graduated from HS in 2018. We just moved into a new house in 

April and decided to host his graduation party in May at our new house. I decided to make food for the party, instead 

of catering in (I was trying to be good stewards of our money).  The oven was on, I was making food. It was 90+ 

degrees and the guests are about to arrive… and the air conditioner stops working… It’s SOO hot in our house. 

Also… I burned some of the food- so it didn’t smell the best either. The guests arrived, plenty of guests, and were 

gracious, despite wiping the sweat off their foreheads.  

When our younger son, Lex, graduated this past May…we rented the church out and catered in food… lesson 

learned. Sometimes the old ways of hospitality need to be revisited! And I think after years of distruption like we’ve 

had the last couple of years, we should rethink how we do hospitality in the church- the old ways might not work out 

as they once did. But back to today’s topic in our sermon series from strangers to family… today we have to be 

invitational so that we can be hospitable.  

Our scripture today has something to say about being invitational. John 1:43-46 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was 

from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 

whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, 

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” John 1:43-46 

Nathanael was much more open to hearing the Good news of Jesus, than we probably give him credit for as we read 

this first part of the passage, but he was a disciple after all…  

Nathanael was a disciple of Jesus (only in John was he known by Nathanael- in other gospels he is called 

Bartholomew). Bartholomew was likely his “last name” even though they didn’t really have last names… but 

Bartholomew means son of Tolmai but his first name was Nathanael. We all have that friend who we call by their 

last name… And they seem to be the wild ones… I can’t wait to discover those in this community we call by their 

last name…  
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Jesus found Philip and then Philip found Nathanael (Philip was invitational!!- he couldn’t wait to share the news 

with others/)  Nathanael didn’t respond favorably right away… he was skeptical saying “can anything good come 

out of Nazareth??”  

I think we don’t invite our neighbors or co-workers or acquaintances because we have already made up their minds 

for them. We think we know what they think about church and so we just avoid the topic. And maybe if they bring it 

up we will mention our church community but otherwise we often avoid that conversation.  

Imagine a conversation we might have with a friend- You say to your friend- I go to Horizons Church. It’s really 

important to me and my family. It’s a community that helps ground me and recharges my faith in Jesus. And they 

say, “What good can come from attending church (and then they may list some examples of a corrupt church or 

Christian- which are unfortunately abundant). And you respond with “Come and see.”  Come to worship and see- 

bring your kids to VBS and see for yourself…  

Philip didn’t argue with Nathanael, he simply said come and see, how many people do you think have been “argued 

into Christianity?” Often our arguments do more harm than good. And our kids and grandkids and nieces and 

nephews are watching…   

Let’s continue on in our scripture passage. Here’s what happens when, after Philip invited Nathanael to come and 

see, how his interaction with Jesus went: 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 

before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 

answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 

these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of Man.” John 1:47-51 

Nathanael was in one of those situations where Jesus knew him but he didn’t know Jesus…  

I ran into someone the other day who clearly knew me and I had no clue who she was. I was at a conference, so she 

had a name tag on, so I tried to look at the name tag without her knowing that I was looking at the name tag. I 

should have fessed up and told her I didn’t remember her but instead I asked her what she was up to, trying to get a 

little context to who she was. It was definitely not my proudest moment.  

Nathanael was a much better servant in this example (even if he did question what good could come from Nazareth).  

Nathanael was much more open to Jesus than maybe Philip thought by Nathanel’s first response. But Philip invited 

him to come anyway. And it didn’t take long for Nathanael to change his mind about Jesus.  

Being invitational is really important, it’s important because we just don’t know how someone might react when 

coming into a community whose mission is Horizon’s Mission: Horizons is a faith community committed to 

connect, grow and serve together living as Jesus and sharing His Light. 

I’ve been driving around Lincoln the last couple of weeks, getting to know the city. I’ve been taking in the sights: 

the houses, the stores, the parks, and the many churches. I thought about what it would be like to move to a new 

neighborhood or city (or even to live in a neighborhood for a while and think about trying out a church but being 

very intimidated by it…)  What does City Light believe? How about the evangelicals? Or the Lutherans? And what 

about those crazy United Methodists?? Although all churches follow Jesus (or claim to…) not all churches seem to 

have the same agenda or core values. It can be intimidating to walk into a church for the first time, especially if you 

don’t know if you will be welcomed.  

People are much, much more likely to attend a church if someone invites them. I met two ladies who came for the 

firework show. And I asked them if they come to the show every year- they said no but they were at lunch the other 

day and someone invited them to come and see. Now, experiencing (the amazing) firework show isn’t the same as 
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coming to worship but it’s sometimes those small invites are an easy way for people to see or be close to the church. 

It could be a first step for someone.  

In order to connect Grow, and serve… we need to share his light.  

Last week we talked about how Abraham welcomed strangers, and how it’s important for us to do the same. After 

our time of worship, a woman and her granddaughter came up to me in the atrium and introduced themselves. She 

told me how important VBS was to them and how they became connected to the church through VBS. Check out 

their story: 

 

<Insert: JAN VIDEO> 

 

Invite to VBS-  I don’t have kids…  you have co-workers, neighbors, grandkids…  

• Sunday-Thursday July 24th-28th, 6:30-8:30 pm.  

• Ages 3-Grade 4 (Nursery/Toddler Room open for Horizons Families as well).  

• Register Online at Horizons.Church/VBS! 

I want you to imagine with me again. I want you to think about one person in your life that you could invite today. A 

neighbor, co-worker…  I want you to picture that person. Maybe someone God is placing on your heart. Maybe 

you’ve felt the HS nudge you. It can be a phone call or knock on the door. It can be sharing the VBS event on FB to 

a friend. You can pick up a postcard for VBS out in the atrium- and hand it to a co-worker.  

Philip said “come and see”  When we invite others to visit our church, we hope that they will “come and see” what 

Horizons is all about. And what do we hope they come and see? We hope they come and see a welcoming and 

hospitable place! We hope they see the heart we have for missions and serving and loving others. We hope that they 

will see a non-judgmental place where everyone is welcome just as they are. We hope they come and see a place 

that loves unconditionally as God loves. And we hope that from strangers they will become acquaintances… and 

then friends and finally, maybe even family. But we are not there yet, first, we invite. Who will you invite this 

week?  

 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


