Good morning, Horizon. Good morning. Definitely. The Holy Spirit is workingin here today. The band
sounded great. You know, you think about the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit, you know, comesto us by
wind. And this flame, | think, was the temperature in the room.

I think it's maybe presentingitself as the flame today, but we're working on the air conditioner. So so
bearwith us. But we're glad you're here. And thanks for being a part of of of worship today. Thanks for
coming and taking time to praise God.

Andtogetheras a as a family, as the body of Christ, it is good to be together. If this is your first time with
us, we wantto welcome you. We are glad that you are here today. You know, we don't know what the
reason that broughtyou here today or whatyou're seeking or whatyou're hoping for. But we hope that
you can find it here. This is a loving community where everyone is welcome to come as they are, and we
are so excited to have you here. If you would like to start a conversation with us, you can text helloto
the numberon yourscreen.

4025125700. And this will help start a conversation with us and for us to getto know you and for you to
getto know us. You know, last week | talked about textingand how texting s a really good tool for
conversation.

But it's notit's notalways the besttool. So if you are here with usin persontoday, we would love to
have a conversation with you out in the atrium afterthe worship service. Also, conversations are
important for all of us, whetherwe're new here ornot, but especially if we're not right as part of this
community, as this family of believers, we have conversations with one another. Butit's also important
for us to have conversations outin our community. And there is a really fun opportunity for you to have
some conversations. We have a partnership here at Horizons with Zeeman Elementary Schooland they
are havinga block party and we are going to be helping with that. This gives a chance forteachersand
parentsto kind of step aside and be able to have a sense of community. And we getto have
conversations with parents and teachers as well.

So it's a great opportunity. My husband, Tomand I, we've signed up. We are going to be helping with
the duck races. My husband said that he really hopes they're theirreal life ducks. Don't tell him that is
probably not the case.

But anyway, if you would like to help with that, you can go to Horizons, Dot Church and click on events
and thenyou'll see the block party and there's otherfun gamesthatyou can help with as well.

The conversations are important and they're very common, right? Almost as common as the air we
breathe. We are having conversations all of the time, sometimesin casual ways, saying hello and
goodbye and thank you and you're welcome.

We have conversations thatare deeper or we have conversations with one anotherto gain information
and build relationships. Sometimes we have difficult conversations with people that we maybe disagree
with. Well, in our first weekend of our sermon series, The Conversationalist last week, we talked about
the importance of using our words in our conversations to build up others. Now, | had severalpeople
after message last week say that they could really relate to the scripture that we talked about of just



using those words, all of our words, to encourage one another. And someone told me that they have
you know, sometimes they seemto always say the negative thingto their kids.

| could certainly relate to that. Sometimes | just pick out the negative thingsinstead of encouraging
them. And somebody else told me that they you know, it was a good reminder forthem whenthey
speakto their spouse of how sometimestheirwords aren't encouraging.

And| can definitely relate to that, too. | do that as well. Sothe truthis we probably all needed that
reminderto speak words of encouragement to one another. But the saying goes that we were giventwo
ears and one mouth for a reason, and that's because the other side of having a conversation, the
listening part is so important and we should be listening twice as much right as we as we are speaking.
Well, of course, listening and hearing, they're kind of two different things. Like often times will be in a
conversation and will say to someone like, Are you even listen?

They needto me and they'llrepeat the last couple of words, you know, how that goes. And and they
may have heard what you said, butthey are not always listening. Our attention spans are shorter. Now,
research as is showing that because of of all of the things that we are stimulated with, we have a short
attention

span sometimes that makes listening hard, but we often fill our lives with noises, right? Things that
we're listening to in the background videos and and shows and music or conversations. And sometimes
that makesiit really hard for us to focus on whatis important, to listen to what is important.

The Bible has quite a bit to teach us about listening, and here's a confession. lam foolish and
disgraceful. And | say that because of this Bible verse found in Proverbs, and it says, Those who answer
before they listen are foolish and disgraceful.

Now, | could give you a lot of examples of this, but | do have a story for you of how something that
happenedto me several, severalmonths ago and something happened because | didn'tlisten. Now, |
needyouto know that thatl am a rule followerlike I am.

I'm a right and wrong kind of personright there that my underlying part of me is that | want to be a
good person. Okay. So severalweeks, severalmonths ago, thisis at my last appointmentand my last
church.

Aftera worship service, somebody came up to me and she was telling me abouta devotional book that
she was using and somethingin my message had triggered her. And she was really excited and she
wanted to share with me about this devotionalthat she was using.

And| was | was actively listening. Like, this was the good part, right? | was in the conversation. | was
truly excited about this devotional she was talking about. She was she was explaining it to me and and |
said Jenngenuinely to her that | would love to check that out sometime.

So a few weeks laterit's almost time forservice to start. So worship is just about starting. Someone else
had given me something, so | went back to the office to put it in my office and | was comingaround the
corner headingto worship because it was about to start.



And| come around the corner and this woman that was telling me about her devotional, she was kind of
come around the cornertoo, andshe's like, Oh, good, | was looking for you, she said. And and she had
this devotionalbook and she's like, | have this foryou.

And, and so | took it from herhands or she gave it to me. | don't know. Right. But butit's in my hands.
Right. Andjustthenalso my husband came up and so he it was kind of a we all came from three
different ways.

Andso oh, hi, Tom. Right. So anyway, so | have this devotionalbook and I'm kind of flipping throughiit,
right? I'm flipping through the devotionalbook and it looks awesome. It's like a really good devotional
book, had the Bible passage and questionsand | was | was excited about it.

| was very excited aboutit. | was like, oh, my goodness. Like my husband and | were just talking about
yesterday how we needed anew devotional book. | said the one we were using, it was it was kind of
long and complicated and it just wasn'tworking for us.

So I'm like, Thank you so much. Like, | am so excited about this. And so, you know, we're should be
starting somethinglike Thank you again. And so | take the book and my husband, |, we go and we sit
downin the frontrow and so we sit down and, you know, right, right before

| put the book down, | kind of flipped through it one more time because I'm excited aboutit and | like,
put it downand I'm like, | think | just stop pencil writing in this book. And | thought.

Did she bring her devotionalbook for me to see and just to look at? Or did she bring this devotional
bookto give to me? Andso | sat herdown and | was like, okay, after worship, | need to find her, right?

I needtofind herand ask herand clarify. Clarify. And so afterthe service, she was nowhere to be found.
Andso | wenthome and | was like, okay, Tom, Tom, you saw this whole incident play out, right?

Did I just stealher devotionalbook? And he got he thought for a second, he'slike, no, no, no, | don't
think you did. And | said, Do you think | didn't because you heard her say, I'm giving this to you or
because | was so excited toreceive it?

And he was like, Ooh, | don't know about that. So| emailed her and | was like, Hey, thanks for bringing
that bookin, like. But, but be honest with me. Like, did | steal your book? And so she responded with
somethinglike, well, | wasn't clear with you.

Andyou were so excited aboutit. Considerit a gift. In otherwords, | stole herbook. | stole her book that
she was using every day because | didn't take time to listento her. And we laughed about it the next
weekend and she was so gracious with me.

But lesson learned, right? So, okay. So a few weeks later, PastorJason had learned that he was leaving
Horizons. And | learned that | was coming to Horizons. And so Pastor Jason and | were goingto meet for
a conversation.

Andso he walked up and he has a book and he's like, hey, you know, this book really meant a lot to me.
Andso he sendsit to me and I'm like, holding it like this. Like, it was, like, really fragile or like it was
going to detonate orsomethingif.



And he's like, yeah, it was really meaningfuland he's talking about it. And so then I'm like, Okay, did you
bring this book to show it to me? Are you letting me borrow this book and I'm supposedtoreturnit?

Or is this mine to keep? And he kind of looks at me. He's like, No, like | wrote in, it's like twoto you. I'm
like, Oh, okay, good. Because a couple of weeks ago | stole someone's book.

And anyway, we laughed about that. But the point is, is listening is really important, right? We doiit all
the time. We hear what we think we want to hearor we when we listen, we're listening to getready to
respond instead of actually here hearing whatis beingsaid to us.

Now, there's lots of examples of Jesus, how Jesus listens and how we should mimic what he does. Think
about Mary and Martha. You know, a time where Marthais busy in the kitchen, and it's not that she was
doing anything wrong, but in that moment, Mary was at Jesus's feet listeningand and Jesus points out
how important that wasin that moment. And we think about Jesus with the woman at the well, the
Samaritan woman. And he really listens to herand he hears whatshe's saying. And she even he even
here'swhat she's not saying.

Andshe ends up going to share of the good news of Jesus afterthat. So Jesus uses all sorts of examples.
He doesn'tjustlistento the words, but by emotionsand otherthings as well. So we're going to read a
mark Chaptertenverses 46 through 52.

Now, this is the healing of blind Artemisis. Starting to verse 46, Jesus and his followers came into Jericho
as Jesus was leaving Jericho together with his disciples and a sizable crowd. A blind beggar named
Bartomeu's to Marcus's son was sitting beside the road.

When he heard thatJesus of Nazareth was there. He began to shout. Jesus, son of David, show me
mercy. Many scolded him, telling him to be quiet. But he shouted even louder, Son of David, show me
mercy. Jesus stopped and said, Call him forward.

They called the blind man, saying to him, Be encouraged. Get up. He's calling you. Throwing his cloak to
the side. The man jumped up and came to Jesus and Jesus asked him, What do you want me to do for
you?

The blind man said, Teacher, | want tosee. Jesus said, Go. Your faith has healed you. At once he was
able to see and he began to follow Jesus on the way. | wantyou to imagine this scene fora moment.

So it's Jesusand his followers and a sizable crowd. So it was probably noisy, right? They were walking
along. There would have been many beggars along the side of the road and as soon as borrowed part of
me was heard that it was Jesus, he started to shoutand people were scolding him.

They're like, be quiet. Like, don't bother, Jesus, like, be quiet. But Jesus listened. He heard him and then
he wanted to know more. And so Jesus called him overand Bartomeu's came and Jesus asked hima
question.

And sometimesthe best listening happens when we ask the right question and then stop talking. And
you know, our friends, our kids, our spouses, our neighbors, our coworkers, there's people in our lives
who are probably trying to get our attention as we're walking by.

And sometimeswe don't stop and sometimes we don't stop and even ask a question. But that's
important. This is what Jesus is doing in this situation. If we're goingto be us, we're going to have if



we're going to geta more justand loving world as God intends, we have to stop and we have to listen.
And we have to ask questions. And we have to hear the needs of others. So James Chapterone verses
19 and 21 says. Know this, my dear brothers and sisters, everyone should be quick to listen. Slow to
speakand slow to grow angry.

This is because anangry person doesn't produce God's righteousness. Therefore, with humility, setaside
all moral filth and wrath of wickedness and welcome the world. The word planted deepinside you, the
very word that is able to save you.

So | love this passage for a lot of reasons. Right? Is it okay to be angry? Yes, but we need to be slow to be
angry. Is it okay to speak? Of course. But we need to be slow to speak.

But we needto be really quick to listen. Now, there is something happening in our city, in the city of
Lincoln, in Lancaster County that's really exciting. And our conference that we're part of, the Great
Plains Conference that Horizon's church is part of has is investingin this in this opportunity, because we
know that the city isn't perfect. Perfect. Right. We know that there are is need in this city. And they're
working with this organization called the Dart Center. And the Dart Centeris a great organization. And
the steeringteamthe steeringteam s the elected leaders of this church community.

They're meeting with this DART organization next week. And I'm excited about it. Whetherwe we we
decide that this is the next great thing for Horizons or not. What | love about the DART organization is
how they go about making change.

Now, they first thing that they do is that they listen. So on their website. | think we have a picture of it.
So this is this is just| just stole this from their website and they said, we believe can make communities
oughtto deterto determine their own futures.

We bring this belief to life by training community leaders and professional organizers to build powerand
take direct action on problems facing their communities. And then very first thing is, we listen deeply to
their community for what they are struggling with and what theirvision is for the future.

Right. Andthenthey move onto research and then they take action. So also you'll be hearing more
aboutthis eitheras if Horizon's decides tojoin in this or you'll just be hearing aboutit in the city.

But it's really important that we listen first, because sometimes we jump to do judging. Sometimes we
we speak before we know the situation. Sometimes we get so angry. But yet this is really important. So
why should we listen? Like, what are the reasons that we should listen? First of all, we should listen to
build up others. Right. We listen to our loved ones. We listen to ourto strangers. We listen to those who
we disagree with.

Andwhenwe do that, when we listen to what's really going on in the people around us, it helps us to
say those encouraging words that we were talking about last week. So we two we listen to in orderto
share the gospel message in a language that others understand, everyone is going to hear the gospel
message in a different way. The good news of Jesus is going to come to people in different ways. Now,
that language, whateverthat language is, we might be able to learn if we listen, if we listen to somebody
who struggles about life or struggles with the church or struggles with their faith.



When we really understand that where people are coming from, then we are betterequipped to share
the hope and the love of Jesus. So the third reason we should listenis we listen to to gain wisdomand
advice from others.

Proverbs 1215 says Fools see their own way is right, but the wise listen to advice. Now, beingan
independent person, sometimes I think | can do it on my own or | can figure it out. There are so many
wise people around me.

When | take time to listen and learn from them, it does make a difference in my life, right? In my
spiritual life, in my family life as a leader. It helpsin all of these ways. Now, the fourth reason that we
should listen is because that sometimes God is speakingto us and sometimes the noise of the world gets
in the way and we don't hear what God is trying to tell us. And sometimes we do hearright. And
sometimes these are difficult things for us to do. And so we just pretend like we don't hear God.

I've beenthere forsure. Proverbs five. Is that. Is that right? | think | got oh three, six or seven. It says
that listen to for God's voice in everythingyou do, everywhere you go, he's the one that will keep you on
track.

Don't assume that you know it all. Run to God. Run from evil. Listen for God's voice. We don't do that
enough forsure. Now, the fifth reason that we should listen doesn'treally follow in this category,
because I'm going to say that sometimes we shouldn't listen.

If someone is not speakinglove to you, thenthey are not connected with God at that moment. If
someone is being harmful or hurtful to you with their words, it's okay not to listento them. It's okay to
walk away from them.

It's okay to set boundariesin our lives of who we are going to listento in this world and who we are not
going to listen to. Now let's go back to that story of Thomas and Barton Mastersin the crowd.

And he calls outfor JesusandJesus stops what he's doing. And he turnsand he listens. He listens to
Thomas's need. And we don'tcry outfor it, for Jesus, probably as much as we should. But Jesus is ready
to listen whenwe are ready to speakto him.

AndJesusisn't, you know, this genie in the bottle. It's not that we just cry out for what we think we
need, andJesus givesit to us. But He's actually listeningto more than just our words.

He seesus. He knows our needs. He knows what we want. And he will provide for us. So much, so much
can happenwhen we take time to listen to others, when we take time to listen. The kind of listening
that Jesus does.

Listening can help us. Save lives. We can be life changers better when we listen. Listening more than just
hearing I'm talking about really listening is a tool that God has gifted us. And listening can can create
betterrelationships with God with those closest to us, with our community.

Andtoday, we. We can make a difference inthe lives of others, simply. | was sitting. Would you pray
with me? Gracious God or fatheror creatoror redeemer. Open ourears. Open ourearsto hear the word
that you have for us.

Whetherthatbe a comforting word that we needin our lives today, whetherthatbe a word of
encouragement. Maybeit's a it's a word of courage for us to do something that we are not courageous.



Courageous enoughtodo. And God, as we hear you, as we hearyour voices, we hear what you are
asking us todo. Help us to open ourears to whatis happeningin the world around us. Because it's easy
for us to kind of puton our blinders, to put in our headphonesand listen to whatever our soundtrack of
our own life is. But God, you are. Youwant us to live in this community where we go to two schools like
Zeman, and we listen to parents and we listen to kids and we listen to teachers and we hear what the
needsare in our community.

Because then that's how we know how to react. That's how we know whenit's time to getangry about
somethingthat's unjustin our world. That's when we know what our nextstepis. So God help us, guide
us, lead us, encourage us, and justallow usto listen to what'saround us.

We say this all in Jesus name. Amen.



