
Well good morning Horizons’™ Good morning thanks for being with us here in worship today whether 

you're joining us in person or worshiping with us online, it is good to gather as God's people to worship. 

And that's what we're here to do. And it is a great day to do that. Well, at the end of every service, 

generally, we have our giving back to God talk and usually we talk about how you can financially support 

the church. 

And it's an invitation, right? It's not it's not an obligation, but rather an invitation to do that. And I was 

thinking sometimes we say in those talk some, you know, we'll throw out something cool or amazing 

that we've been doing here at Horizon's. And so I reached out to the staff and I talked to some of our 

ministry leaders and I said, Hey, tell us, tell me some good things that Horizons has done this year. 

So in 2022 here are just kind of a little snapshot of some of the things that we've done. So, first of all, 

the PMT, the property manager and team kind of told me a little bit of the things that were happening 

here around this building. And I know, you know, property management like, yeah, that's not quite as 

exciting as some of the other things that we do, but this space does provide an opportunity for us to do 

ministry here. 

So this year we, we have a new wave room, which is our special needs room, which is really amazing. 

We've have new blinds in this space. We have a new roof and new siding on the patio. We have a new 

roof on this whole entire building and new downspouts and gutters to come. They've re painted almost 

the entire building, which is awesome. 

Yes. So those are some really cool things that have been happening in in property. In the property. So 

other things that we've done this year, just in July, as part of our vacation Bible School, we collected 

1,221 of food for the Food Bank of Lincoln. We on the worship team, we added four youth to our praise 

band. These youth have not only found a place to serve, but have allowed us to continue to provide 

excellent worship. 

What else do we do? This summer, we were able to have Caitlin as an intern and she did some in a may. 

She did amazing things for our kids and our youth ministry and that was awesome. We brought over 30 

students on summer camps. Here's our vibes, our vacation Bible School stats. We had 244 kids here in 

our building, 92 youth volunteers and 149 adult volunteers. 

It really was the best week of the summer. We also this year we collected 340 boxes of colored pencils 

and tissues and markers and those kind of things for our Hand-in-hand Partnership program with 

Zeeman Elementary School. So that was awesome. We have this thing called the Miracle Fund, and the 

Miracle Fund is separate, separate from our operating fund. 

And people donate into that miracle fund and we use those funds for all sorts of different things that 

happen in our community or that we are responding to. So just a couple of weeks ago, we came in 

contact with the homeless student advocate for LPs and we were informed about this mother and her 

son who were fleeing from a domestic violence situation. 

And we were able to provide that mom and the son with some grocery and gas gift cards from that 

miracle fund. The high school youth. Just a couple of weeks ago, they packed 1296 meals that are going 

to be sent off to people who are food and into in insecure. We paid off our debt this year. Yeah. Okay. 



That's an amazing thing. And then one last thing I want to highlight is Project Hope, which is our ministry 

that we have here that supports two homes in India this year. We have supported 115 children and 12 

female college students, and we've given over $60,000 this year to those homes in India. Those that 

money has gone toward food and education, supplies and clothing and we also helped this year build a 

new security fence for them. 

So that's a lot. And that's just a little highlight of some of the things that we we've done. And maybe 

you're wondering why I'm recapping so many of these incredible things that we've accomplished. Well, I 

will tell you later, but first, I want to tell you a true story about Bill Finger. So Bill Finger was born in 1914 

in Colorado. 

And in 1948, he joined a team of creators and publishers to creating comic strips. Now he created 

characters. Maybe you've heard of some of these, like the Joker and Robin and an he named a certain 

superhero's alter ego, Bruce Wayne. Right? He created and he shaped and he named Gotham City. He 

also wrote the script for the very first comic and many other of the comic strips, which of course is titled 

Batman. 

Now, even after all of this creative work that Bill put in to making Batman what it was, Bill died in 1974 

in poverty he died with so, so little money that his family couldn't even afford a funeral for him. Now, 

how could this happen? How could one with so much creative input to the to the most or second most, 

depending on how you feel the most popular superhero series of all time? 

How could he die with so little now until night? 2015, when Bill Finger's name did not officially appear 

on the Batman books and comic strips movies? None of it. Now, the name that did appear was a man 

named Bob Kane. Bob Kane was Bill Finger's co-creator, and in the early stages, Bob signed a contract 

stating that his name would solely appear on the Batman character, and his name did alone appear for 

more than 50 years now in Bob's lifetime, Bob denied publicly a lot Bill's contributions.  

He just denied that Bill had anything to do with it. But then he wrote a book in 1989 and he said this 

Now that my long time friend and collaborator is gone, I must admit that Bill never received the fame 

and recognition he deserved. He was an unsung hero. I often tell my wife if I could go back 15 years 

before he died, I would like to say I'll put your name on it now. 

You deserve it. So Bob also admitted that Bill contributed about 50 to 75% to the Batman story and 

character development and success. Yet in Bill's lifetime, he received zero credit for what he did. Now 

there's a whole documentary on Hulu. If you want to learn more. It's called Batman and Bill. You can 

learn more about this. But I think it's safe to say that we all agree that giving credit to those who deserve 

it is a good practice in general. 

Right. Because imagine the devastation of an 11 year old girl in 1990 when she found out that Milli 

Vanilli was taking the credit for singing girl, you know, it's true. When, girl, you know it wasn't true with 

the amount of information at our fingertips in this information age that we live in, we share, we steal, 

we borrow, we screenshot, all stored of information, graphics, quotes and ideas. 

It's sometimes hard to give credit to us for something we don't know who posted first on social media in 

high school. You know, we learn about plagiarism and how we should not steal people's ideas without 

giving them credit and claiming it as our own. But sometimes it's hard, right? It's hard to know when and 

whom to give credit to, especially when there are quotes like this.  



This is Mark Twain from his autobiography, autobiography. And it says, there is no such thing as a new 

idea. It is impossible. We simply take a lot of old ideas and put them into a sort of mental kaleidoscope. 

We give them a turn and they make new and curious combinations. We keep on turning and making 

new combinations indefinitely, but they are the same old pieces of colored glass that have been in use 

through all the ages. 

Right. This is hard. Like, who do we give credit to and who do we not give credit to? And when all the 

ideas are there is no new ideas anyway. Even the words that we find in the Bible are not nece ssarily new 

ideas. They were just ideas that were put into the mental kaleidoscope hopes of the writers, and they 

wrote them down. 

This is why there are four gospels and they all tell stories about Jesus, but they all have a very unique 

spin to the stories. Now we are focusing on giving proper credit today and when we do that, it can make 

the more challenging times more manageable. So we're going to continue in First Corinthians Chapter 

three. But I want to revisit last week's verses. 

Last week we talked about verses one through four and last week the verses were about Paul. Paul was 

writing to this church in Corinth and they were not ready for solid food. Right. Remember, he gave a 

meal because they weren't quite ready. And he said that they were living like people who without the 

spirit, because they were quarreling and they quarreled because some said that they belong to Paul and 

others said they belong to Apollos. 

So Paul continues on, starting at chapter verse five, starting at verse five. After all, Paul says, What is 

Apollos, what is Paul? They are servants who helped you to believe each one had a role given to them by 

the Lord. I planted Apollos watered, but God made it grow because of this. Neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything but. 

The one who is anything is God who makes it grow, the one who plants and the one who waters works 

together. But each one will receive their own reward for their own labor. We are God's coworkers and 

you are God's field, God's building. Last Sunday, we laid a foundation for our Pathways to Generosity 

campaign. And a reminder of the campaign verse is that we are God's coworkers and you are God's field, 

God's building. 

And from that we have our prayer, which is so simple but so can be really powerful if we pray this every 

day, if we just say, God, how can I be a better coworker for you? So today we're going to focus more in a 

couple of weeks. We're going to focus more on that verse and what it really means to be God's 

coworkers. 

But today we're going to focus on the one who makes it grow. Now, to start, I want to ask like, who gets 

credit for starting Christianity? Did Jesus start Christianity? Was Jesus the first Christian? Well, Jesus was 

a Jew, not a Christian. And Jesus taught and believed the Jewish scriptures. Jesus did not set out to start 

a new religion. 

So we think, okay, well, is it Paul or the others? Did the others get credit for making and starting 

Christianity? Well, Jesus was resurrected, died on the cross. What was resurrected? And I'm telling you 

that Paul could not have made that up, nor because nobody would have believed him if he made this up. 

And Paul and others, independently at the same time wrote the same message about the gospel, about 

Jesus resurrecting, about the good news of what this means for our lives. 



So Paul may have founded the churches. He may have wrote some amazing letters that we that we can 

learn from and grow from today. But Jesus himself is always the foundation for Christians. But sending 

Jesus was God's plan from the very beginning. So I guess probably God gets the credit. And that's kind of 

the point of Paul's message to the chorus of the Corinthians. 

He says Paul and Apollos and the others are not to be followed. They're not to be worship kept. They are 

simply servants of God. But God used them to build up others faith and God was the one that assigned 

them their gifts and their ministry. So Paul planted the church and then he left to plant other churches, 

and Apollos came along and he, he continued to teach and help strengthen the people's faith. 

So each one, each one had a role given to them by the Lord. Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God 

made it grow so what does this mean for us in our life? Well, each one of us has a role given to us by the 

Lord. And when we live into the purposes we are built, God makes it grow. 

And I found this really interesting when looking at the Greek of this passage. The verbs planted and 

watered are in Greek indicate the past, and the word gave as in God gave the growth means action in 

the past that continues. That's what that Greek verb means. It's past, it's present, and it continues into 

the future. And I think this should give us hope as parents or aunts and uncles or teachers or youth 

leaders, all of that, because sometimes it's really hard to teach our kids the foundations of who God is, 

because we sometimes wonder like, are they even getting this? 

Are they even understanding the magnitude of who God is? But we are just planting seeds. And then 

when we provide opportunities for kids to have other Christian adults in their lives, they get the water 

that they need. And then we step back and we allow God to do the work. We don't always get to see the 

growth, which is hard, but God was working in the past. 

God continues to work in the present and God will work in the future. God makes faith grow to God be 

the glory always. We should say. Now, here's the part where I want to I want to admit something to you, 

because I really actually struggle with this part of faith, the part that we give God credit for everything. 

And in a side note, if you question or doubt or wonder about your faith or some part of it that is okay. 

And in fact, when we stop questioning and we think that we know everything there is to know about 

God and who God is, is that's when we are the furthest from the truth. So that's just a side note back to 

my struggle. 

I struggle with this idea because of the truth that God gave us free will, right? We are free to do things. 

We are free to make choices. And God gave us that that free will so that we could experience real love. 

Right? If we were robots and God was directing us to do whatever God wanted us to do, we would not 

be able to experience real God, real love for God or others. 

So that's part of it. I don't believe that we are puppets in God's play and then I think the other side of it 

for me is how muddy it's become because of the rise of the prosperity gospel in our culture. Now, the 

prosperity gospel is the idea that the more faith you have, the healthier and wealthier you will become. 

Some churches, some Christians and especially some pastors are selling this idea. And I think it's 

dangerous and I think it's harmful and I think it's manipulative. It's really this notion that God rewards 

you with health and wealth. If you if only you are faithful enough. So do I believe that God wants us to 

have private jets and mansions if we are faithful enough? 



I do. Do I think God rewards our faithfulness with material possessions? I don't think that. I don't think 

that because Jesus himself teaches over and over again about the dangers of material possessions and 

worldly things. I think God does desire for us to have a love for God and a love for our neighbor. And 

maybe, maybe we can argue that those possessions would allow us to do those things better. 

But here's the problem. I feel I think that if I would say, well, God blessed me with good health because I 

was so faithful, does that mean that the person who just received a cancer diagnosis may be one of the 

most faithful people that we know is being coerced or punished by God? No, no, I don't believe that for 

a second. 

I believe we were created to worship God. And when things go wrong and when things go right, we are 

always, always to give glory to God. I think in all things, we give thanks to God. So when the Scripture 

says that we should give credit to God, I think of recognizing the God who set the world in motion and 

created us all built with unique purposes that then we can choose to live into those purpose, and we can 

choose to walk away from the purpose God created us. 

And I don't think this Bible passage is saying I don't think that this is the God as a God who has created 

term and everything, including the sin and evil around us. But admittedly, I struggle with this, and I'm 

guessing that there are people in this room who may think differently, and that's okay. I think what we 

can agree on is that when what I do think that I think that amazing things can happen when we give 

credit to God for growth. 

Back to this list that I gave about the accomplishments of Horizons this year. Right. You planted and you 

watered. Right. That's this is what happened. You know, some of you gave your financial resources. 

Some of you gave your time, some of you gave both. Right. And all of this came together to make these 

amazing things happen. 

But it's God who did the growing. It's God who allowed this to happen. It's God who granted the spiritual 

and financial means to make this a church that is thriving and doing good things. God used you to make 

it happen, but God gets the credit. So when we think about giving credit to someone, sometimes it 

means that that person is allowed to be recognized. 

Sometimes that means they're allowed to be paid, right? You think of artists and musicians. It's 

important for us to recognize these people. Now, God doesn't need recognition. God will continue to do 

to to work in the world. Whether we give him credit or not, whether we participate in what he is doing 

or not. God will continue to work. 

But when we give God giving, when we give credit to God, it changes us. So whether you think God 

orchestrates every move and every detail of life, or if you believe God put was perfect to order to the 

world and longs for us always to return to our Creator. Giving credit to God changes us. You know, God 

works through Apollos and Paul. 

God needed them to do the work and God needs us to this. This church cannot function without the 

people here. Right. It's simply paying to have the lights on so we can hold youth group on Wednesdays  

and Sunday nights paying for the staff who lead us and guide us, praying for all of the ministries we do 

here within our building and the things that happen in our community in response to the needs and pain 

that we see. 



We were all built for a purpose. Paul planted. He was really good at that. Imagine if he stayed in the city 

of Corinth and he didn't move on to other cities. Many of those churches may not have ever been 

planted. Apollos. Watered seeds need water. Some people are really good at that. And as we discover 

what we are built for. 

Something happens when we give God the recognition that God deserves. This is what happens. We 

point people to God. So when we when we discover our purpose and we lean into what God is doing 

already in our world, and when we give God the credit for what is happening, we point people to God. 

Now, this Pathway to generosity campaign is about giving back to God so God can move the people to 

do the work of bringing the Kingdom of Heaven here on Earth. 

That's what it's about. Being a Christian is about bringing the kingdom here on Earth, not necessarily 

about what happens when we die. We have a job to do while we're alive and bringing the kingdom here 

means the earth will look like a place with no more pain and no more suffering. And if you look around 

the world, we still have a lot of work to do. 

So in our own live our lives and personally, when we face difficulties or we are needing to make 

decisions in life, if we begin with giving God the glory, our decisions will be easier and our burdens will 

be lighter to God and be the glory for the things God has done. Would you join me in prayer?  

Gracious, holy loving God, there is so much for us to be grateful for. And sometimes we don't stop to. To 

take time to give you the credit you deserve. God, you have created a beautiful world in which we 

sometimes make a mess of. We go our own way. Instead of loving like you love. We think we have it all 

figured out. 

When we. When we and we forget to lean on you. We pray that in all that we do. In all we give. We pray 

that in our thoughts and in our actions. All can point people to you. We know that the faithful people 

have planted and watered, and here we stand where we are doing good things. But you gave the growth 

and we pray that horizons will continue to serve and grow and share the love of Jesus to God.  

Be the glory. Amen. 


