
Brothers and sisters, I cannot address you as people who live by the spirit, but as people who are still 

worldly, mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 

you are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you. Are 

you not worldly? 

Are you not acting like mere humans? For when one says I follow Paul and another I follow Apollos. Are 

you not mere human beings? What, after all, is Apollos and what is Paul? Only servants through whom 

you came to believe as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, opposed, watered it, 

but God has been making it grow. 

So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything. But only God who makes things 

grow. The one who plants. And the one who wonders at one purpose. And they will each be rewarded 

according to their own labor. For we are coworkers in God's service. You are God's field, God's building. 

By the grace, God is given me. 

I laid a foundation as a wise builder and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with 

care. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone 

builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, their work will be shown 

for what it is because the day will bring it to light. 

It will be revealed with fire and fire will test the quality of each person's work. If what has been built 

survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 

saved. Even though only as one escaping through the flames. Don't you know that you yourselves are 

God's temple in that God's Spirit dwells in your midst? 

If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy that person. For God's temple is sacred. And you 

together are that temple. Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of 

this age, you should become fools so that you may become wiser for the wisdom of this word is 

foolishness in God's sight as it is written. 

He catches the wise in their craftiness. And again, the Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are 

futile. So then, no more boasting about human leaders. All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 

Surface or the world or life or death or the present or the future. All are yours and you are of Christ and 

Christ is of God. 

I think that babies are one of God's greatest creations. You know, their purpose is simple. They allow 

grand parents to experience the greatest love that they could ever imagine. These babies bring joy to 

people who get to see their chubby little cheeks and smell their little baby smell and hear their baby 

coos. And all of this this wonderful joy is brought to us by sleep deprived parents. 

So thank you. If you have one of those little ones that we all get to watch. Now I'm going to show you a 

video. It's one of my most favorite videos because it features my babies. And a little background to the 

video. Let's was born premature and he spent several weeks in the nick you and this video is the first 

time that Jackson got to see Lex. 

Now they saw 1111 time through a window. But we finally got to bring Lex home. And my mother in law 

was there with Jack, and we brought Lex home. And my dad reminded me just the other day that, you 



know, so we would go spend time with Lex in the hospital. And then we had Jackson at home and one 

time Jackson three, three and a half year old, he said Too much to my dad, to his grandpa, grandpa. 

I can't wait until I am 12 years old. And my dad was like, Why? And he's like, Because then I'll finally get 

to see my brother. Because that was the age limit for him to go into the nick you so unfortunately luckily 

right that Lex wasn't in there that long. So here is this video from when they first met each other. 

Oh, Squeak Squeaks was this. Does you make him squeak Jackson? Nope. No, I think he just squeaked all 

by itself. I just love that video. Of course, my babies are 22 and 18 now, so not quite babies anymore. 

But every stage of parenting is different. It's difficult, but. But they're not babysitting anymore. But 

when they were babies, they were 100% dependent on me and my husband and those who cared for 

them. 

Right. Babies are 100% dependent on people to care for them and feed them. Now, things have changed 

a lot since my babies were babies. Regarding some of the guidelines and the recommendations of caring 

for them and what you should do and when especially these guidelines have changed some for for what 

and when to feed the babies. So when my kids were little, you did not feed them high allergy foods until 

they were like two or maybe even three years old. 

You were supposed to keep those foods away. And now the experts say that you introduce things like 

peanuts and strawberries early on. I read an article with from experts saying 4 to 6 months you're 

supposed to introduce those foods. But regardless of what they eat and when. We all know, we all can 

agree that a brand new newborn baby is not ready for solid food. 

And when the time is right, we introduce things to them like oatmeal or rice, cereal or other mushy 

things. And then as they as they as they get older, they we work up to having solid foods as they grasp 

the ability to chew. And d they grow in those cute little baby teeth. So for the next few weeks, we're 

going to be talking about First Corinthians chapter three, and we're going to kind of dissect each of the 

sections. 

And, you know, you heard it already, but I encourage you to read it again this week. You'll hear some 

more of it next week. And I invite you just to live in this in this chapter for a while, because it contains 

our verse and our prayer for our Pathways to Generosity campaign. So are the verses. We are God's 

coworkers and you are God's field, God's building. 

And from that comes our prayer, saying a God, how can I be a better coworker for you? But you may 

ask, what's all this talk about babies? Well, Paul, a follower of Jesus, wrote this letter to the church in 

Corinth, where he had visited and he helped start. He helped birth the church that was established, this 

church in Corinth. 

So it was just a baby church when he left it. But this letter was written three years later. So these 

Christians in this church were no longer babies, but rather toddlers. At least that's how they should have 

been. So now, being the youngest of four, I hated hearing Don't Be a baby, Mandy. Right, because I 

wanted to seem mature and responsible and intelligent as my older siblings. 

But the truth was, sometimes I wasn't ready, right? Sometimes I wasn't ready to have the food that they 

were eating, or sometimes I wasn't ready to hear about the more mature topics that they were talking 



about. Now, the flip side, at other times I was whining and try trying to get my way sometimes. 

Sometimes I would do that right and my siblings would say to me, Grow up right. 

And they were probably right in those instances. In an hour passage today, Paul kind of says to the 

believers of Corinth, Stop being a baby. So first Corinthians chapter three verses one through four 

brothers and sisters. I couldn't talk to you like spiritual people, but like un spiritual people, like babies in 

Christ. I gave you milk to drink instead of solid food because you weren't up to it yet. 

Now you are still not up to it because you are still on spiritual. When jealousy and fighting exist between 

you, aren't you on spiritual and living by human standards? When someone says, I belong to Paul and 

someone else says I belong to Apollos, aren't you acting like people without the spirit? Now next week 

we're going to talk more about Paul in Apollo and why this is in there and as we continue to dig into our 

passage. 

But today, I want you to note that sometimes there are tensions and arguments and jealousy and 

fighting in the church right then and now and at some point, we have to move past our human 

judgments and desires so that we can move the ministry forward like we have to be all on the same 

page that the good news of Jesus Christ is the good news of Jesus Christ so that we can move the 

ministry forward. 

Now, in my opinion, Horizons is a church with very, very little conflict here. There are many signs here of 

a healthy church. Now, this does not mean that everybody believes in agrees exactly on everything. It 

doesn't mean that we don't have work to do still to make sure that we are a Christ centered community. 

But it does mean because there is such little conflict here that the Spirit can move the spirit, it can move 

and do the work that needs to be done. 

But we have to be careful, right? Because if we're not careful, jealousy and fighting and judgment can 

creep into this space like pretty quickly. It can happen. Right? There is a real desire in our society to keep 

up with the Joneses, which can lead to jealousy and does not allow us to follow Jesus closely. Jealousy 

and fighting ties us to the world. 

Now, sometimes we are persistent and we want to get our own way, and sometimes we will steamroll 

right over our siblings in Christ to try to prove a point or to get our own way. And sometimes we spend 

more time judging, fighting and being jealous of others instead of allowing the spirit to move us to love 

our neighbors and love our enemies. 

But at some point we have to grow in our faith what works for us? When we first came to know and 

believed, Jesus doesn't stop there. We grow in our prayer life. The Scripture tells us that we to pray 

without ceasing. We grow in connections. Scripture tells us that we are supposed to only speak words 

that will encourage and build up others. 

We grow in our purpose of f why we are built. And that means that we worship. We worship the God 

who created us. And that means that we don't come away from worship saying, Well, I didn't get 

anything from that because that's what we kind of say when we're learning about Jesus. But rather 

when we grow in our relationship with, with, with Jesus, we say it's not about us. 

Worship is we come away and say, Well, today the people of God gathered and gave glory to God. And 

we don't just stand still, but we grow and how and why we give our money and give our resources. 



Scripture tells us that we should give with glad and generous hearts, not out of obligation, but simply 

out of a love of God and God's mission to. 

John Wesley. He's the founder of the Methodist Movement. He believed as followers of Christ, we move 

on to perfection. Now, he really believed. Matthew 548 the verse that says, Be perfect. Therefore, as 

your Heavenly Father is perfect. Now this verse and John Wesley was not talking about moral 

perfection, but maturity. It's not about. It's about not staying a baby more. 

Wesley believed that we grow perfect in love. And he believed that we could do that in our lifetime. And 

this doesn't mean that we're free from mistakes. That's not what it means. It means that we are 

perfected in love. And of course, all of this happens not by our own doing, but by the grace of God. 

You'll hear United Methodist say, We are not there yet, but by God's grace, we are going on to 

perfection. 

We're growing up, right? That's what it means. As part of the ordination process to become an elder in 

the United Methodist Church, you have to answer the following questions. You have to answer the 

question Are you going on to perfection? And do you expect to me to be made perfect in love in this 

life? And you answer Yes, because we can't stay a baby any more. 

Now, I said it to my kids. You've probably said it to your kids or your nieces or nephews. You know, we 

snuggle these little babies and we're like, oh, don't grow up. I hope you stay little forever, right? We all 

say that, but we know that it's not reality. It's not that's not happening. And then as we get older, we 

joke and say, well, it's better than the alternative. 

That's what we do. We grow. So we are all built for a purpose. And that purpose is to grow in our 

spiritual connection. Now, with any relationship, there are stages that we that we walk through. And 

that's certainly true with our relationship with Jesus, because first, it's about knowing about Jesus. Right. 

Okay. I've heard about this Jesus and maybe we're even in the stage of, okay, I've heard about Jesus and 

I'm learning more about him, like what he taught and who he was. 

You know, that's the first stage known thing about Jesus. And then we move from knowing about Jesus 

to knowing Jesus, like, okay, I've I've met him. I've encountered Jesus. And you begin to deepen that 

relationship. And you're deepen your understanding of what it means to be in a relationship with Jesus. 

So then once we once we know Jesus, then we start to become more like Jesus. 

This is kind of when we when we that that relationships moves into I accept Jesus as my Savior. And 

following Jesus means doing the things that Jesus would do. And this is this is a shift, right, from just 

knowing him, but actually trying to become more like Jesus. And then and then from there, what we do, 

this is another big turn. 

It's another big step. But we help others to know about Jesus, come to know Jesus, and become more 

like Jesus. And this stage of our faith journey, I believe, is probably the hardest one, because this is 

where we have to be unselfish, and it's not always easy for anyone. I mean, it's not it's not here's what I 

want out of church or worship. 

Here's what here's the songs that I want to sing or the kind of messages I want to hear. It becomes, how 

can this church be a place where others come? And no Jesus? How can I share the good news with 



others, even if it means sacrificing, sacrificing my own comforts, my own opinions? You know, babies are 

pretty selfish, right? 

They cry when they want something, and they don't care if you're in the middle of the grocery store. 

They don't care if you're in the middle of an important phone call. They don't care if you're in the middle 

of a deep sleep. And it's in the middle of the night. Right. But as we grow in our maturity as Christians, 

we say things like, I am going to do whatever it takes to give, serve, connect so that others can know 

Jesus to. 

It's about knowing about Jesus. It's knowing Jesus. It's becoming more like Jesus and then helping others 

know Jesus. And this pathway is true for, for all aspects of following Jesus. It's for our prayer life. It's for 

our understanding of Scripture. It's for how and when and why we serve. It's for how we how we share 

the gospel message. 

It's for how and when and how much we give to the church. All of these things grow up and it's a 

beautiful image. I love the image of a pathway of moving on and taking these steps. And I think we 

should definitely continue to use this image. But I want to I want you to hear again what Paul is talking 

about in relation to the spirit. 

So Paul says things like this in this passage we read, I couldn't talk to you like spiritual people, but like 

spiritual people like babies and Christ. Then he says, Now you are still not up to it because you are still 

on spiritual. And then he says, Are you on spiritual by living by human standards? And then he says, 

Aren't you acting like people without the spirit? 

So the question is that we should ask ourselves is, are we acting like people without the spirit? It like, am 

I acting like a person without the spirit? Or are we as a church body acting like a church without the 

spirit? You know, Paul's not really saying that there is this pathway of growing up. He says you've 

encountered Christ and you still don't have the Spirit. 

It's kind of a are you in or are you out? Do you have the spirit or do you not? Are we sometimes we act 

like people who know about Jesus but don't know Jesus or we know Jesus, but we refuse to follow his 

teachings. So are we people who act without like people who act without the spirit when it comes to our 

commitment to God to the church. 

And so if we're not if we're not quite there yet, how do we get how do we get there? And first, we have 

to set aside our differences. We decide for ourselves that we are going to accept the spirit and we're 

going to trust Jesus and we're going to grow. We're going to grow up. We're going to we're going to 

we're going to do that. 

And on our pathway to generosity, we realize that we are built for a purpose. And that purpose is 

exposed by the spirit when we hear about Jesus. And we must continue to grow as individuals and grow 

as a church continually. So o we can't stay baby Christians and ad when we think about that, sometimes 

we take a step and sometimes you think about those babies taking their first step. 

It's wobbly, it's shaky, but they do it anyway. And then we move from being on milk to being able to 

have solid foods as a church like collectively. I'm talking about in the city, we're talking about this, this 

partnership that we are having with these other churches in our in our community. I think it is amazing 

that we are coming together. 



We are putting aside our differences, because I can guarantee you that some of those churches that we 

are partnering, we're not all on the same page, but yet we are coming together because we all believe in 

Jesus. We all believe in this opportunity to work together and to expand beyond mercy work, which is 

really important. 

And we will continue to do that, but work together in the name of Jesus to do the justice. Justice work 

that God requires. So to wrap up, I want I want you to imagine for a second, I want you to imagine the 

first person that that told you about Jesus or that first, first significant moment that you remember. 

And maybe it was the pastor who gave you your third grade Bible. Maybe it was a Sunday school teacher 

or a youth leader. Or maybe you were an adult and it was a friend who simply shared their story about 

how Jesus changed their life. Now, just as Paul wrote this letter to those in Corinth, I want you and how 

he introduced them to Jesus. 

I want you to imagine that person, that person who first told you about Jesus. And what would they say 

about what they say to us about our prayer life today? Or they say to us about how we give, how we 

serve, how much we are devoted to Christ. And the question is, are we still baby Christian? Because 

really, it is about it's about knowing Jesus. 

It's it's about knowing about Jesus. It's about knowing Jesus. It's about becoming more like Jesus so that 

we can help others know Jesus, too. So let's not stop growing up as followers of Christ. Would you join 

me in prayer? Holy, holy God. We admit we are sometimes like baby Christians. We act selfishly, putting 

our own comforts and desires ahead of others. 

God, sometimes we fail to see those around us that are hurting, that are in need. 

Sometimes we give, but not cheerfully. Sometimes we serve. But not. But. But. But with serve. Only 

when it's convenient to us. God help us to. To move on to perfection so that we can be made perfect in 

in love in this lifetime. As as we show that love through how we serve and how we give and how we love 

of others. 

God, Your Grace is amazing. It is this amazing grace that we seek. We seek to have it in our lives. But we 

also seek to share it with others. We say all of this in Jesus name. Amen. 


