
Yeah. A couple of things. I always forget to introduce myself. So if you're new here, I'm Pastor Barkhaus 

so there's that. And then I want to thank David. I want to thank David and the whole team. You know, 

they each have had a role and they each did the role for this. But it reminded me of Pastor John's 

message last week to us and how, you know what, we're God calls us to do things and we often feel 

inadequate to do some of those things. 

And, you know, I certainly felt that some of that coming into this role as lead pastor of Horizons, like, am 

I faithful enough? Do I have the right skills? But as I've learned and I've been here for a few months now, 

and it's people like David and the incredible staff here and the ministry leaders and the people that are 

just giving of their time and their talents. 

These people have gifts that I don't have. And when we all use our gifts, we can do incredible things. We 

can do the work that God is calling us to do. And so there is these times that we do feel a little 

inadequate when God calls us. But Pastor John also said that we trust that God will provide for us what 

we need when we need it. 

So if God's calling us to do something, we can trust that God is going to provide what we need. So even 

the disciples felt inadequate. Pastor John talked about the feeding of the 5000, and these thousands of 

people were before the disciples and they're like, Oh, how do we feed all of these people? But Jesus 

nudged them, he pushed them, and he you know, even though they felt lacking, they were able to do 

the work. 

So today we're going to go even a little step further into this and talk about how God really calls all of us 

like God's love is for all of us, even the least of these. And it goes way back to Abraham's covenant with 

God. God told Abraham that he would be a blessing to all the nations like not just the nation of Israel, 

but all nations, all families would be blessed through Abraham. 

So what we think, if God blesses all people by, you know, and then sent Jesus for everyone, like who 

exactly is Jesus calling us to serve and calling us to be in ministry with? Is it really all people? So we're 

going to look at Matthew Chapter nine verses nine through 13 today and we're going to just spend a 

little time in in these short verses. 

So it starts out like this. It says, so before this, Jesus had just healed and forgiven a man. So it starts out 

and it says, as Jesus continued on, from there He saw a man named Matthew sitting at a kiosk for 

collecting taxes. Now we know Matthew as a disciple, but the significance of this story is that before 

Matthew becomes a follower of Jesus, Matthew is a tax collector. 

Now, we can probably agree no one really likes to pay taxes, but during this time, tax collectors were to 

collect taxes for the Roman government. Now the money was that was collected from the Jewish people 

was not by Roman soldiers, but rather by Jewish agents. And because these tax collectors were Jewish, 

like Matthew, other Jews like detested them for being traitors because the Roman government was 

their enemy, right? 

They were waiting for a savior to come and deliver them from the Roman control. Now, the collectors 

were not only labeled as traitors, but they were also known for taking a cut of the taxes for themselves. 

And the Roman government was okay with this. So. So they. In other words, nobody liked them, right? 

The Jews did not like them. 



These tax collectors, they turned their backs on their nation, their own people. So Jesus walks up to 

Matthew and Jesus says to Matthew, follow me. And Matthew got up and followed him. Now, Matthew 

would have likely known Jesus like Jesus spent some time in Capernaum, and he would have. Matthew 

would have heard Jesus's message. He would have known what Jesus's message was all about. 

But Matthew didn't question when Jesus said, Follow me. He got up, seemingly leaving the tax booth 

unattended and his livelihood behind. He left that behind and he followed Jesus. So then it says as Jesus 

sat down to eat in Matthew's house, many tax collectors and sinners joined Jesus and his disciples at the 

table. Now, it wasn't just Matthew at this table, but it's as many tax collectors and sinners were at the 

table. 

So. So here Jesus is. He's at the sinner's house. He's breaking bread with the people that the Jewish 

people despised. And being at the table, if you think about it, it's kind of an intimate thing. And Jesus 

walks right past the religious leaders to sit with the sinners. Now, the next part of the passage talks 

about Pharisees and the Pharisees often get a bad rap right. 

We talk about how they're bad and corrupt and they're not all bad and corrupt. But the scripture is 

pretty clear that the Pharisees were rigid of the Jewish laws, and Jesus challenged them to step away 

from that. So when we think about this situation in in our life today, like, okay, here's the characters in 

the story, who, who am I in the character in this story? 

And every time we read about the Pharisees, I often I often relate to the Pharisees. Like I can see myself 

in in their situation. I think I know right from wrong. And I often judge, judge others before offering 

people with grace. Right. I do that. And I and I try not to judge others. I do. But it's not always easy. 

It's not always natural to not think that we know what is right and wrong. So here's kind of an example. I 

did a Lincoln Police right along a couple of weeks ago and it was a Friday night. The shift started at 11 

p.m. past my bedtime. So that was the first challenge of the night. I went to the police station. 

I met the officer I was going to ride along with. And this officer was an amazing kind person and she was 

excited to have me along with her. And as we were riding along, she shared with me some of her story. 

She told me that she spent years as a juvenile officer because she said that she just loves young people. 

She said she talked about kind of offering them grace when they deserve it and even when they don't 

deserve it. She just liked to be with them on their journey and then after the George Floyd tragedy, she 

said that she wanted to change the way people view police officers. So she applied and she entered the 

LAPD academy. Now is as often is the case with most people, there are different layers to her story. 

And she told me a little bit more. She is white and her teenage daughter is biracial. And they're she 

admitted that there were a lot of struggles that her teenage daughter had with her being a police 

officer. Her teenage daughters friends were angry at her when they found out that their friend's mom 

was a police officer. 

And so she told me that her daughter said to her, she said, you know, Mom, like, you're just one person. 

You can't make a difference. And the police officer said that she responded to her daughter and then 

she said, Yeah, but like I'm one person plus one more person plus one more person, then then that 

makes a difference. 



So we're in this cruiser and we're riding along and she's telling these stories to me. And the area that we 

were assigned was up and down Oak Street and I'll tell the rest of the story as we, because she said that 

I could get out of the car any time at any stop or have any interaction. And she also told me that people 

will just assume that you were an officer. 

So I played that role for the rest of the night. I was officer Bark House for that night, although I didn't 

hear anyone call me that except maybe for the voice in my head. So we were sat on a couple pretty 

easy, straightforward calls to start the night. And then we were on the street and we decided to pull 

over a car that doesn't have any license or license plate or tags. 

And so we turn on our lights and we pull behind the car and they slow down and they turn off of the 

street and we follow them and they stop. And so we got out of the car and we approached the car and 

there was a young man in inside, and he was very polite, but he had a lot of excuses as to why he didn't 

have plates or registration or proof of purchase or a driver's license. 

And but the officer was kind and polite and she explained what would happen next. So she wrote down 

the car's VIN number and he did have a picture of his license on his phone. So she took down his name. 

So we went back to the to the car and we ran the VIN number of the car, the car's number and good 

news, it wasn't stolen. 

So check that box. That was good. And then we had to run his name in the system. And so the little 

computer in the police car, she typed in his name and his picture appeared. Yep, that's him. And also a 

message that he had a warrant out for his arrest. So we arrested him. He was cuffed and he was put into 

the back of our cruiser and the ride from Oak Street down Oak Street to the jail. 

The officer was polite and he was polite and it was it was night. So we arrived at the jail. And as we 

pulled in, the officer noted that it was really busy, like almost all the spots were full. And we walked into 

the jail and sure enough, there was there was a lot of things going on. And so there were some people in 

the cells over here changing out of their clothes and people in the cells in the back. 

And they, you know, had already been processed. And then there were some people in handcuffs 

waiting to be processed into the system. Now, these people broke the law. Now, just because someone 

is arrested does not mean that they are automatically guilty. But I assumed that most of them did the 

crime that they that they were arrested for. So as a Pharisee of my own sort, I stood looking from the 

outside and labeled them as sinners. 

So we continue on in the Scripture and the Pharisees were doing this right. They were looking from the 

outside, and the Pharisees saw what was happening with Jesus and the sinners. And they said that this 

Jesus is disciples. Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners? Like why? They asked. 

They're questioning why a teacher, a rabbi, would be eating with these people that they probably didn't 

feel was worthy of it. 

So here's a really important note, and I'm going to say this again later, but we don't know what Jesus 

said to the people in the house. Like we don't know because the Scripture writers didn't feel that it was 

important for us to know what was said to Matthew and the others, because that's not the point of this 

passage. 



Maybe Jesus was condemning them or dishing out their punishment. Maybe, or maybe not. But that's 

between Jesus and those in the house. So to finish up the this passage, so Jesus hears the Pharisees 

when Jesus heard it, He said, Healthy people don't need a doctor but sick people do go and learn what 

this means. I want mercy and not sacrifice. 

I didn't come to call righteous people, but sinners. Now Jesus is referencing the Prophet Hosea here, and 

he says that it's the sick who need are the ones that need a doctor. Now, the passage is not implying 

that the Pharisees were the healthy ones, but the passage does suggest that to be healed you must 

recognize that you are a sinner, that you're broken. 

The self-righteous cannot not realize their need for a savior. It's the broken, it's the hurt, it's the lost. 

Those are the ones who recognize their need for a savior and then receive that grace from God. Now, as 

I read this passage, I pictured me standing in the jail and kind of assessing what was what was going on. 

And I realized that if Jesus walked in, in that moment, he wouldn't walk right up to me and say, Mandy, 

thank you so much for being my servant and for hearing and obeying the call to become a pastor. 

He wouldn't walk up to me while I was judging others and say that he would. He'd instead he'd walk 

right past me and he'd go to those little cell blocks and he'd open the doors and he'd invite those to the 

table, and he would say, Will you share a meal with me? But I want to sit at that table with Jesus. 

I want to be there at that table. But the only way that I get a seat at that table is to realize that I can't do 

it on my own, that I am flawed, that I am not everything that God has intended me to be. And then 

when it when I start worrying more about how I often stray from loving God and stray from loving 

others and stop judging others, then I get to have a place at the table too, because I too need Jesus. 

Just as much as any of those that I have labeled a sinner. Now, Matthew's past didn't change the 

outcome, right? Matthew's past as a tax collector, as a trader, as a fraud. It wasn't erased. Matthew 

knew what he did, and he also knew Jesus, his message. And he chose to follow Jesus. And that's why he 

was invited to the table with Jesus, because it's not about one's past. 

It's about one's faithfulness. Now back to the young man that we arrested. I don't know this man's story, 

but I know that I've prayed for him since that day. And he told us on the way to the jail that his parents 

were visiting from Missouri. They were taking a little vacation and they were in Lincoln visiting him on 

vacation. 

And he said that he had planned to go to the Husker game with his dad the next day, and he was 

planning on posting the $500 bail. He's like, I have it in my checking account. Once I get checked in, I will 

be able to pay the bail and get out to be able to spend time with my parents. 

Well, about 30 minutes later, after we dropped him off the jail, we the officer, we got a phone call and 

the officer on the other end said that they found a significant sized meth rock in this man's underwear. 

So now he went from being charged with a minor offense to a felony drug possession, and he didn't get 

to go to that game with his dad, who was visiting him from out of town. 

Now, I don't know this man's past, and I. I can't predict the future of what will happen to him after this. 

But I know that Jesus would walk up to him and invite him to share a meal. And if were to be following 

in Jesus footsteps, we need to be doing the same thing. We spend a lot of time thinking about the 



outcome of things like what will happen to that man sitting in jail, like what will happen to me when I 

die? 

What will happen to the church if we lose sight of the mission? Well, today we heard the results, the 

outcome of the Pathways to Generosity campaign and the elected leaders of Horizons approved a 

budget for next year that exceeds that number that was just on the screen. But I think we have kind of a 

snapshot of this is kind of the budget and it's kind of hard to read. 

It's small. I'm going to send this out either at the end of the year or the first of the year. But this is a 

snapshot sort of what we what we hope the vision we have for next year. And it's and it's more than 

what we what we what we had last year, because, first of all, it just costs more, right? 

It just costs more to do things. But it's also a little bit more in an increase from last year because of the 

excitement of the staff and the ministry leaders, because they want to do more ministry, they want to 

do more outreach. They want to do more mission work. That's exciting. And it's not about the amount. 

It's not about the outcome of will we be able to reach this goal or not. 

It's really about the faithfulness. And, you know, maybe there's a chance that that we won't hit the same 

goals we did last year. There's a chance that the end of the year we might have a deficit. But historically, 

in November and December, you have been really generous. And I pray that again that you will be 

generous so we don't have to use those reserves. 

Right. It would be nice to plan for more ministry and mission work, but if we don't make it, we'll adjust 

because it's not about the outcome. It's about faithfulness. And the people here at Horizons are 

committed and it's exciting to see they're committed to being faithful, good stewards of the resources 

that we have to do ministry. And this concept goes for our money, but also how we share the love of 

Jesus. 

See, we're not in charge of saving people. We don't save people. God saves as remember in in our 

passage, we didn't get to hear what Jesus said to the sinners and tax collectors because that's not our 

job. We are not in charge of the outcome. We are simply responsible for sharing God's love. There are a 

lot of assumptions that we may make about people. 

We make assumptions about police officers, politicians, pastors, criminals, other Christians, right? We 

make these assumptions. And I think that we have a lot of work to do to show the world that we are not 

the type of Christians who judge and condemn, but were the type of Christians who admit that we 

messed up and that we need God's love and grace. 

We have a lot of work to do to convince people that we're not the type of Christians who stand on the 

outside and question God's love for others. But were the type of Christians that are in the house at the 

table showing God's love to others at the table, because we all belong there at that table. Now, if you're 

looking for a reason to be thankful this Thanksgiving, we can be thankful that we serve a God who 

welcomes everyone. 

Like there's enough room at the table for everyone, even though even ones that we don't exactly agree 

with and that we can be thankful that we don't have to pick and choose who's in and who's out. So the 

question is, are you at the table? Are you at the table? Do you spend more time outside looking in, 

questioning and judging like the Pharisees and missing out on the meal? 



Or do you realize your brokenness and need for a savior? Do you depend on Jesus for strength and allow 

Jesus to pull up a chair for you? Thankfully, thankfully, we are not in charge of the outcome of others. 

Rather, we get to experience the love of God and we get to invite others to do the same. And when we 

do that, God promises the outcome to be incredible. 

Would you pray with me? Gracious and loving and forgiving God, you sent Jesus to teach us a new way 

of living. It's a way of living that is not constrained by so many rules and regulations, but rather it's a 

freedom that we have to do and enjoy life that's simply guided by love. We pray that as we are, we are 

faced with difficulties in our in our world, in our life that we would be able to recognize the need that 

we have to sit at that table with Jesus and we pause to give thanks to you. 

We give you thanks and grace that you welcome everyone at the table, that there is a place for me and 

that there's a place for my neighbor and that there's a place for somebody who maybe even my enemy, 

someone who doesn't think like I do or someone who doesn't look like I do. But yet there we are. 

We are at the table together and we give things. We say all of this in Jesus name. Amen. 


